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   Neuqua Valley families 
are on edge because 
of the recent burglaries 
in the Napervil le area. 
   The safety of Naperville 
f a m i l i e s  h a s  b e e n 
compromised in the last 
two months. Starting in 
late august, 29 Naperville 
h o m e s  h a v e  b e e n 
burglarized. September 
rates have climbed, with 
12 reported burglaries in 
12 days. The bold burglars 
have struck during broad 
day l ight ,  between 10 
o’clock in the morning to 
3 o’clock in the afternoon. 
at night, the burglaries 
take place between 1 
o’clock to 3 o’clock.  They 
have been coming in 
through unlocked doors, 
windows, and garages. 
   The City of Naperville is 
taking steps to prevent 
burglaries, recently creating 

a brochure including tips 
on keeping homes safe. 
This can be found on their 
website at http://www.
naperville.il.us/police.aspx. 
It is recommended that 
unprotected households 
inves t  in  su rve i l lance 
cameras, outdoor security 
lighting, alarm systems, and 
even guard dogs. Naperville 
residents are taking extra 
precautions to protect 
their homes. Napervil le 
mother Leona Diamore 
said, “I feel comfortable 
knowing I have a dog to 
provide security, but I’ve 
put a ‘Beware of dog’ sign 
up because I know most 
robbers do not want to face 
a loud, aggressive dog.” 
Students and their families 
should keep doors locked 
tight and windows shut, with 
60% of the break-in’s having 
been through unlocked 
d o o r s  a n d  g a r a g e s .  
   a q&a Community 
Meet ing  was  he ld  at 

Madison Junior High on 
September 20th regarding 
the recent burglaries, with 
the attendance of over 
300 people. The Police 
Chief  Robert  Marshal l 
urged residents to always 
keep thei r  doors  and 
garages shut. In the case 
of  burg lary ,  res idents 
should document their 
stolen possessions so they 
can be quickly recovered. 
Pictures taken of suspicious 
persons or activity can 
be sent to stopburglary@
n a p e r v i l l e . i l . u s . 
  “I’m a lot more paranoid 
now.” Dana DeCraene, a 
student at Neuqua Valley, 
said. Parents expressed 
concern at the meeting 
about leaving their children 
home alone. DeCraene 
said “I’m home alone after 
school, for a while.” If home 
alone, it is suggested to 
keep all entrances locked. 
Keep lights on inside and 
outside to alert burglars 

that someone is home.  
   The seriousness of this 
s i tuat ion i s  somet imes 
ignored. There have been 
past accounts of burglaries 
turning into dangerous 
situations for families who 
have been home while 
being burglarized. One 
burglary in a nearby town 
has even led to a fatality. 
a few victims of the recent 
burglaries have been home, 
either asleep or upstairs, 
while their home was being 
robbed. The Police cannot 
stress how important it is to 
keep doors and windows 
l o c k e d  a t  a l l  t i m e s .  
   The Naperville Police 
Department believes there 
are three to four break-in 
crews working separately. 
They are actively pursuing 
the case and have suspects 
in mind. any information 
regarding the situation will 
be released on their website. 
   “It’s a wealthier suburb...
we have more toys…we 
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feel like nothing bad could 
ever happen in our little 
utopia.” Leona Diamore 
said when asked why she 
thinks Naperville is being 
targeted. Recently stolen 
items include electronic 
devices such as iPhones 
a n d  t a b l e t s ,  c a s h , 
jewelry, a coin collection, 
a n d  a  h e a v y  s a f e . 
   628 total calls have been 
made in response to recent 
burglaries.  If you would like 
to report suspicious activity, 
do so immediately by 
contacting the Naperville 
Police Department at 630-
420-6666 or call Naperville 
Crime Stoppers at 630-420-
6006.
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The Naperville police has been kept busy lately with a string of burglaries in the area. Report any suspicious activity to your local police department. 
Echo photo by Alexis Fischer.
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