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   Beginning this year, 
Neuqua students have re-
ceived the opportunity to 
take part in a unique pro-
gram, spearheaded by 
principal Dr. McBride. Mawi 
Learning is an online course 
began by Mawi asgedom, 
who hopes to inspire high 
school students and help 
them achieve their goals. 
   Mawi asgedom’s personal 
life story is essential to under-
standing the class. asgedom 
was born in ethiopia, but he 
and his family had to flee 
to Sudan to avoid the war 
in their home country. They 
lived in a refugee camp until 
World Vision sponsored their 
relocation to Wheaton, Il-
linois. 
   asgedom struggled with 
poverty and assimilation 
into american culture, but 
eventually emerged stron-
ger because of these diffi-
culties. He often states that 
his greatest challenge in 
high school was the death 
of his older brother Tewolde, 
whom he deeply admired. 
Despite all these troubles, 
asgedom received a full 
scholarship from Harvard 
university, eventually gradu-
ating with top honors.
   after college, asgedom 
went on to encourage 
teenagers full time while 

managing to write a best-
selling memoir, Of Beetles 
and angels, and appear on 
many prominent talk shows, 
including Oprah. He then 
founded Mawi Learning, 
promoting the course as he 
toured the country speaking 
at high schools.
   Many of the students who 
have chosen to enroll in 
Mawi Learning were inspired 
by asgedom’s presenta-
tion at Neuqua this previous 
spring. Sophia Pellis, a sopho-
more at Neuqua, is one such 
student. “Something about 
the presentation really reso-
nated with me,” Pellis said. 
“I was really moved by his 
story and how much he was 
able to accomplish and I 
thought that there would be 
a lot I could learn from him.” 
asgedom’s presentation, 
which was attended by the 
sophomore and junior class-
es, was met with overwhelm-
ingly positive feedback and 
seems to have encouraged 
curious students to enroll in 
his course.
   Many teachers who chose 
to be advisors also were in-
spired by asgedom’s pre-
sentation. Ms. Jakubas, an 
english teacher and an advi-
sor for Mawi Learning, shares 
her reaction to the presen-
tation: “everything that he 
was saying just made so 
much sense...that you’re so 
much more than just a num-

ber. School also involves 
that component of building 
character.” She immediate-
ly approached Dr. McBride 
after asgedom’s talk and 
expressed her interest in be-
coming an advisor. 
   There has already been 
a profound impact on the 
students, even though the 
course started in Septem-
ber. Part of the course in-
cludes creating an indi-
vidual “North Star,” hitting 
the “turbo” button, and set-
ting goals for oneself. These 
different activities are all 
designed to help students 
reach their dreams. Stu-
dents learn from this course, 
just as they do any other 
class at Neuqua, albeit in a 
unique way. 
   “I think I have learned 
about what motivates me,” 
Pellis said. “I was motivated 
before, and an active lead-
er in Student Council, but I 
think that the Mawi program 
has really made me think 
about why I do the things I 
do.” This course is not only 
for current leaders of the 
student body, but rather 
for anyone who would like 
to improve their leadership 
skills. 
   Students are not only de-
veloping new skills from 
Mawi Learning, but they 
also are finding it reward-
ing in other ways. every two 
months, students meet dur-

ing their option period to dis-
cuss the latest module they 
have completed. This pro-
vides them the opportunity 
to create new relationships 
with their peers and teach-
ers who have volunteered 
to serve as advisors for this 
course. Many are already 
telling their friends who are 
not involved in the program 
to take advantage of it next 
year.
   “I would recommend it 
to someone else because I 
think that everyone can gain 
something from this class. It’s 
very different from anything 
I have ever done because 
it’s so self-paced and self-
reflective,” Pellis said. 
   Advisors are also finding 
the program rewarding. “It’s 
refreshing to spend time with 
a group of students that are 
doing this program simply for 
the sake of bettering them-
selves,” Ms. Jakubas said. 
“That pressure of being a 
normal academic teacher is 
taken off, and it’s more like a 
one-on-one conversation.” 
advisors enjoy the opportu-
nity to connect with students 
they might not have in class, 
and students in turn are able 
to talk with teachers they 
may otherwise never en-
counter. 
   although the registra-
tion for Mawi Learning has 
been closed for this school 
year, the program is set to 
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continue next year, but it is 
unclear what it will look like. 
This unique opportunity, in-
troduced by the hard work 
of Mawi asgedom and Dr. 
McBride, has brought an in-
teresting course to Neuqua, 
one that is marked by self-
reflection rather than a let-
ter grade. 

Mawi Learning, a recently introduced online class, teaches students leadership skills and helps them achieve their goals. Students have to complete online modules and 
participate in monthly discussions with peers and advisors. Echo photo by Cheryl Liu.
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